A Little Death Penalty Math, Part 2.
By Greg Westfall
How much education could one death penalty case buy?
By the most recent numbers I have seen, it costs a county $500,000 to try the average death
penalty case and, all things considered, approximately $2 to $3 million from investigation to
execution.1
Even before our Governor and Legislature fleeced the school system this last session, Texas was
already behind in how much we spent per pupil per year. In the 2009-10 school year, Texas spent
$9,227 per student, which was $1,359 below the national average.2 God only knows what it is
now, but let’s just go with the $9,227 figure.
So let’s see, instead of trying to kill one, single person, a county could immediately pay for 54
children to go to school for a year. At the $3,000,000 dollar level, those same 54 children could
go all the way through primary school.
What if we hired teachers instead?
Well, according to the Texas Education Agency, a public school teacher with 10 years of
experience should cost approximately $37,000 per year3 and according to the figures recently
released by the Texas Association of School Boards (TASB) and Texas Association of School
Administrators (TASA), the average annual public school teacher salary is around $48,000.4
Thus, for the same initial outlay of half a million bucks, we could pay at least 10 public school
teachers for a year. For three million dollars, we could keep them all around for six years.
Maybe even give ‘em a little raise.
When you throw in for good measure the fact that as of 2009, close to 60 percent of police chiefs
polled agreed that the death penalty is not even an effective deterrent to crime,5 it makes you kind
of wonder why we still have it, doesn’t it?
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